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“And I will give her vineyards from
there, and the valley of Achor for a
door of hope; and she shall sing
there, as in the days of her youth,
and as in the day when she came
out of the land of Egypt.”

— Hosea 2:17
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Publisher’s Preface

Before I accompanied Professor Vendyl Jones on my first
archaeological dig in Israel, I was a student in his Torah classes
in Arlington, Texas. One of the first things Vendyl taught me
was the twenty-two letters of the Hebrew aleph-beit. That
simple act would be my first step in an ongoing journey of
discovery as the riches of the Torah were opened up to me. I
learned that Hebrew is read from right to left
and that the modifier comes after the noun it modifies. For
instance, Shlomo Ha Melekh, literally translated, is read
“Solomon the King.”

Studying the text in Hebrew reveals profound meaning
as one gets deeper into the study of Torah and history of the
Jewish people. At first blush it appears that the Jews have it
backward, especially if one agrees with academicians who
ascribe Jewish history or beliefs as having been borrowed
from “older” cultures.

Scholars tell us that the account of a global flood in the
Book of Genesis was borrowed from the Gilgamesh epic.
Still others would have us believe that the God of the Bible
rubbed off on the Jewish people from their Canaanite
neighbors. I mention all of this because it was the same
thinking that caused intelligent scholars to dismiss the text
of the Copper Scroll as a collection of folklore. The early
Dead Sea Scroll editors sought to reinforce this view by
presenting, as exhibit “‘A’, the Marble Tablets found locked
in a vault in Beirut, Lebanon.



vi A Door of Hope

The text on the tablets, carved in graceful Hebrew
characters, detailed an exciting and forgotten Midrash.
Recorded by Jewish sages, the tablets revealed how the sacred
wealth of Solomon’s Temple was hidden by the Prophet
Jeremiah and the Levites.

In an academic slap across the face of their Jewish
contemporaries, the early Dead Sea Scroll editors declared
the inscription a legend, thus diminishing the value of any
Midrash and consigning all to the realm of Mother Goose.
Since the Marble Tablets tell us that Jeremiah’s compatriots
copied the same list of treasures and their depositories onto
a Copper Scroll, it followed that this unique metallic
document also contained nothing but myth.

But they got it backwards.

Today, no serious scholar believes that the list of
treasures on the Copper Scroll is legend. A simple reading,
without prejudice, will dispel that notion. It does not
meet any of the criteria of folklore. There is no cast of heroes
and villains —not even a plot. The style and content of the
Copper Scroll is that of a list of goods and their various
locations. The treasures are indeed fabulous — but the text is
a still a simple inventory.

Since the Copper Scroll is genuine in every regard, it
follows that the text of Marble Tablets is just as genuine. The
words found on those tablets tell of fabulous sacred vessels
from Solomon’s Temple, including the lost Ark of the
Covenant.
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Vendyl Jones always knew the Copper Scroll was very
real. His reasons are found in the covers of this book. Maybe
it was his schooling in Hebrew, reading from the opposite
end of the page, that taught him to think in opposition of the
academicians. Possibly it was his sincere regard for the words
of the Jewish sages.

I suspect it was both.

Those of you acquainted with Professor Jones, know
that he has lived an extraordinary life. Vendyl survived a
high school lab explosion, got his field training while
excavating burial mounds in the dusty Texas plains, and
dodged bullets fired at him by the KKK. We hope you won't
be disappointed but we wanted Vendyl to save those
colorful and fascinating accounts for his autobiography. In
the meantime, we have asked him to tell us why and where
he began his quest for the Treasures of the Copper Scroll.
This edition is in English so you will have to read from left to
right.

Jim Long
Lightcatcher Books
5765/2005



The Hand That
Rocks the Cradle

“Imagination is an almost divine faculty which,
without recourse to any philosophical method,
immediately perceives everything: the secret and
intimate connections between things,
correspondences and analogies.”

— Charles Baudelaire

My father , Ven, was a barber. He ran a little shop along
a dusty main street in Sudan, Texas. My mother was his able
business partner as the shop’s beautician. One day she told
dad that she couldn’t look at another head of hair because
she was sick. My mother went to see Dr. Foot.

She said, “Doctor, you've got to give me something for
this stomach ache.”

He replied, “Vera, I'll give you seven or eight months —
you're pregnant!”

Immediately my mother went home, pulled out the old
family bible and opened it to Genesis 1:1. She took a
newspaper, rolled it megaphone-style, put the wide end to
her stomach and spoke into the other end, reading from
Genesis 1:1. She would read all the way through the
Apocrypha and then again half way through the Book of
Numbers by the time I was born.
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It was this remarkable woman who introduced me and
my brother to the riches of the “Good Book.” Seated on the
floor listening to my mother was our home entertainment
system. Your local library still sponsors a story hour for
youngsters which demonstrates that reading aloud to a child
has never really gone out of fashion as an intellectual activity.
It also attests to the power of words and their ability to
implant ideas and concepts deep into our psyche. The
constant exposure to the Bible with its profound truths and
timeless mysteries had a life-long impact. There were times
when I couldn’t wait for that little gathering after supper. I
would pull out the Bible to see how the next installment was
going to end. That’s what happened one afternoon when I
stumbled onto an intriguing passage in the Book of
Maccabees.

In those days, it was not uncommon to pick up a King
James Bible that included the Apocryphal books of the
Maccabees. It was when I read the words from the Second
Book of Maccabees that I learned of the Ark being concealed
by the prophet Jeremiah. I was about nine years old and the
passage would haunt me for the rest of my life:

“It is also found in the records, that Jeremiah, the prophet,
commanded them that were carried away, to take of the fire as
it was signified, and how the prophet, having given them The
Law, charged them not to forget the commandments....It was
also contained in the same records, that the Prophet, being
warned of God, commanded the Tabernacle and the Ark to go
with him, as he went forth into the mountain where Moses
climbed up, and saw the heritage of God. And when Jeremiah
came thither, he found a hollow cave, wherein he laid the



The Hand That Rocks the Cradle 3

Tabernacle, and the Ark, and the Altar of incense, and so
stopped the doov......As for that place, it shall be unknown
until the time that God gather his people again together, and
receive them unto mercy. Then shall the Lord show them these
things, and the glory of the Lord shall appear....”
- II Maccabees 2:1-8

When my mother arrived home late that afternoon, I
asked her, “Have any of these things been found?”

“No, not yet, and if they had been, the world would
certainly know about it,” she replied.

With the kind of certainty that nine-year olds can muster,
I told her, “If they are on this earth then I will find them!”

She held my gaze and moved to put an arm around me
and said, “Yes, son, I know.”

For those not familiar with the historical context of
Second Maccabees, it was a time of terrible upheaval for the
people of Judea. Jerusalem had fallen to the armies of King
Nebuchadnezzar. The prophet Jeremiah was addressing the
survivors of that siege. Many of them, the best and brightest
of Israel, would soon be relocated far to the north, to the land
of Babylon. Jeremiah was admonishing the captives to hold
onto the commandments of God and not to fall prey to the
lavish lifestyle they would encounter in this new metropolis.

Jeremiah spoke from experience. Years before, he had
visited the capital on a discreet diplomatic mission and beheld
the shining blue-tiled gate of Ishtar. He was a guest in the
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king’s opulent palace and lush hanging gardens.

Later, Jeremiah managed to remove Israel’s holiest
treasures to a cave, so that the hiding place of those sacred
vessels would remain top secret — until the people were
brought back to the land.

Even as a youngster I was fully acquainted with the
complete list of these vessels made for the Tabernacle,
fashioned literally in the shadow of Mount Sinai —and not
simply the vessels, but the deep rituals attached to each of
them. My mother, leaving nothing out, had read the detailed
descriptions of services performed by Aaron, the High Priest
and brother of Moses. Seated there with my brother Jerry, I
found something appealing about the Creator giving such
awesome responsibilities to two siblings. With nothing to
distract us, our young minds absorbed the exhaustive citation
of every procedure necessary for the service of the Tabernacle.

However, there was one ritual that struck me as particularly
curious and it stayed with me. It is found in the 19* chapter of
Numbers. The Israelites were to find a perfectly red cow that
had never felt a yoke on its neck. It was killed and entirely burnt.

If one reads the text completely, several key points emerge:

Q The calf is perfect in every aspect and dedicated
for this one purpose.

Q The offering was different from any of the other
sacrifices because nothing was removed nor was
any of it eaten. The whole animal was burnt.
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U The ashes would be gathered and used to make
the water of purification.

O The water of purification was necessary for
cleansing people and any item that had become
ritually impure.

0 The process made the pure, impure, and the
impure, pure.

Q It was to be a perpetual statute.
Q A portion of the ashes were to be kept for Israel.

O The ashes were to be placed in some kind of
vessel.

The final point, regarding a vessel, is found in verse 17,
but actually not stated clearly in the KJV rendering of
Numbers 19. The text explains that the priest must take the
ashes of the red cow and mix them with running water in a
vessel. My young ears had mistakenly heard that the
ashes alone were to be placed in a certain vessel. This idea
was reinforced by verse 9, which indicates that a portion of
the ashes would be retained as a memorial. The Jewish Sages
tell us that a portion of the ashes were stored in the sanctuary
of the Temple in Jerusalem.!

It was serendipity that I had misconstrued the meaning
of those words concerning the ashes. I would learn later that
this simple misunderstanding was actually the truth; the ashes
were placed in a special container known as the kalal.
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Notes
1 See Me’Am Loez, which also references Rashi, Yalkut Shimoni and
many other sources, Moznaim Publishing, NY, 1991, p. 74



An Eternal Keepsake

“For | will take you from among the nations,
and gather you from all countries, and will bring
you into your own land. Then | will sprinkle clean

water upon you, and you shall be clean from all
your filthiness; and from all your idols, will |
cleanse you. A new heart also will | give you,
and a new spirit will | put inside you; and | will
take away the heart of stone from your flesh, and
I will give you a heart of flesh. And | will put my
spirit inside you, and cause you to follow
my statutes, and you shall keep my judgments,
and do them. And you shall dwell in the land
that | gave to your fathers; and you shall be my
people, and | will be your God.”
— Ezekiel 36:24-28

When the Ark of the Covenant, the Mishkhan
(Tabernacle), and other sacred vessels are eventually
recovered, they can only be handled by kohanim
(priesthood) who have been purified. The Talmud
reminds us that this was also strictly observed during
the time of Solomon. Anyone entering Beit Ha Mikdash
(First Temple) had to be ritually clean. You will note in
the above passage from Ezekiel, there will come a day
when the Chosen People will also need to be cleansed
by “clean water,” an almost redundant phrase.
The process, as described in the previous chapter, is
one of the least understood commandments in the
Torah.



8 A Door of Hope

Technically, it is a chokh. Most of the commandments
are actually mitzvoth, which are commonsense directives,
such as not to eat certain animals or to commit murder.
They make perfect sense. On the other hand, a chokh is a statute
that appears to defy logic, but is followed without
explanation. Though these ashes were necessary to cleanse
anyone entering the Temple, even the wise Solomon
confessed that this was a riddle that he could not comprehend:

“Amarti achakhema vehi rechokah mimeni, (I said I
would acquire wisdom, but it is far from me)”
— Ecclesiastes 7:23

Solomon was alluding to his inability to comprehend
the profound paradoxes involved in the decree of the Red
Cow. This connection is revealed in his use of the phrase
vehi rechokah. Those words have the gematria (numerical
value) of 441, which is the same gematria of the phrase parah
adumah (red cow).

From the Talmudic commentaries, we can glean that only
Moses fathomed the physical and spiritual properties of the
process.! Some modern commentaries have theorized that
mixing the ashes from a dead animal with living water is
akin to a vaccine prepared from a strain of the disease it is
meant to fight. On a mystical level, the Red Cow is linked
to the sin of the Golden Calf. That idol was burnt and then
pulverized to a powder and mixed with water which the
Israelites were forced to drink. The Red Cow was also
completely burnt, processed into a powder, and added to
water.
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Red is the color of sin as alluded to in Isaiah 1:18:

“Though your sins be like scarlet, they shall be white as
snow.”

The ashes were prepared in the following manner. Moses
was instructed to have a perfect red cow led outside the camp
by Eleazar. There it was to be slaughtered. The animal was
then burnt with a mixture of cedar, hyssop, and scarlet
coloring. This compound was finely sifted and a minute
amount was mixed into water. It could be a vessel or even a
large body of water. Purification occurred only if the surface
of the water was disturbed upon contact with the ashes.

In the Mishnah, Tractate Parah, we learn that there have
been a total of nine perfectly red cows burnt throughout
history. The first was under the supervision of Moses; the
second was prepared by Ezra; two by Shimon Ha Tzaddik;
Yochanan, the High Priest also sacrificed two; Eliehoenai,
the son of Ha-Kof sacrificed the seventh. Hanamel, the
Egyptian, burnt the eighth. The ninth Red Cow was sacrificed
by Ishmael, son of Piabi.

The tenth Red Heifer will be burnt in the time of Messiach.

During the First and Second Temples, the ashes were
divided into thirds. One portion was given to the Levites
guarding the entrance to the Temple. Another part was
stored in the Mount of Olives; that share was used to purify
the priests. That was required, if the priest needed to burn
another red heifer. The remaining third was placed in a wall
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The Red Cow as depicted in a 15th Century Siddur, or prayer book. The Siddur
makes reference to finding the Ashes of the Red Cow. Years ago, a supporter gave
me beautifully framed copy of this page from the Schocken Italian Mahzor printed
in 1441.
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known as the chail which faced the Women’s Gallery of the
Temple. A portion of these ashes were to be undisturbed as it
states in Numbers 19: 9-10, “as a keepsake for Israel.”

In the Siddur, the Jewish prayer book, we find this
fascinating prayer in the section of the Four Parshiot read at
the beginning of Passover season:

“....Moses’ cow would be eternal, for all the other cows would
be used up, but yours will last forever.” ?

There has been disagreement, among some
contemporary rabbinical figures, that those ashes stored
away so long ago are of little importance. However, leading
figures such the late Lubavitcher Rebbe Menachem
Schneerson, Rabbi Adin Israel Steinsaltz, and Reuven
Grodner (formerly of Hebrew University) all agree with the
above stated condition from Mishna 5 — the ashes from the
very first red cow were necessary to make the water of
purification. Menachem Burstin, an Israeli botanist and expert
on Biblical chemistry, has stated that he has isolated all of the
necessary ingredients for preparing the water of purification
— except for the ashes of the Red Cow.

The impact of this rite on the Jewish people of today is
so significant that the Lubavitcher Rebbe, of Blessed
Memory, stated:

“The Commandment of the Red Heifer represents the
totality of the Torah.”
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Through the years, I would learn many of the specifics
that I have detailed for you in the previous paragraphs. In
my journey to uncover the ashes, I would also discover an
essential link to the treasures of the Mishkhan (Tabernacle).

The Ashes of the Red Cow were placed in the kalal, a
special container of burnished copper. Rabbi Maimonides
Ben Moses, the esteemed Jewish sage known as the
Rambam, states in his commentary Parah that the ashes
were stored in the kalal.®> The reference to this particular
vessel did not escape the notice of Dead Sea Scroll’s editor,
John Allegro. In his book, Treasure of the Copper Scroll, he
noted that:

“Interesting enough, the [Hebrew] word used by [the
Copper Scroll] scribe as ‘pitcher’ coincides with that
found in rabbinic tradition for the vessel containing the
ashes of the sacrifice.... In rabbinic tractate dealing with
requlations for the Red Heifer ceremony, there is a
section concerned with the question of whether contact
between a Biblical scroll and the pitcher used for
sacrificial ashes affected the ritual cleanliness of the
latter.”*

The word kalal appears in Column 6 on line 4 of the
Copper Scroll.

Some researchers have mistakenly rendered this word
as kalil which means a “curse.” This is a patently silly
notion, and has nothing to do with the context of the scroll.
One is led to ask, how do you hide a curse, or why would
anyone leave instructions where to locate a curse?
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Ultimately, I hope to uncover all of the sacred treasures
of the Copper Scroll. But the kalal containing the ashes will
be pivotal if a new priesthood is to handle the holy objects
fashioned at the foot of Mount Sinai just over three
thousand years ago. I am convinced that they will be found
in tandem with the purification — the Ashes of the Red
Cow. The prayer from the Siddur has been a source of
encouragement to those who have joined me through the
years on this holy quest:

“The hiding place of the ashes will be revealed; from its
deep mystery we will draw knowledge at the time when
God will raise up the nation He protects.®

That day I asked my mother about the hiding of the
sacred treasures, pieces of a puzzle began to fall into place.
My head swirled with a myriad of details and possibilities.
It promised they would be found again.

Indeed, these items and the priests handling them
would be purified.

The vessel containing the ashes had to be part of this
sacred cache. It was enough to stir any youngster’s
imagination. But two simple words from the 2nd Chapter
of II Maccabees tugged at some deeper place in me — “other
records.”

What records? Where are those records? I can not begin
the search for the sacred treasures until I find those records!
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The account of hiding the Ark and the Tabernacle is not
found in the Bible. Knowledge of other records, outside of the
Biblical canon that told this tale. I tucked that phrase away.
It was one of those pivotal experiences that would dictate
the direction of my whole life.

Notes

1 Bamidbar Rabbah 19:6

2 Artscroll Siddur, Mesorah Publications, Brooklyn, NY, 1985, p. 941

3 Mishna, Parah 3:3

4 Allegro, The Treasure of the Copper Scroll, Doubleday & Co, Garden
City, New York, p. 104, also see his reference to the Qalal (Kalal) in
his endnote #126, p. 149

5 Artscroll Siddur, p. 937





